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Floodplains are global hotspots of sensitive socio-environmental changes, exceptionally dynamic landscapes, 
and key areas of cultural and natural heritage. Due to their high land-use capacity and the simultaneous ne-
cessity of land reclamation and risk minimisation, societies have radically restructured Central European 
floodplains. The Priority Programme 2361 “On the Way to the Fluvial Anthroposphere” investigates the pre-
industrial floodplains in Central Europe and the fluvial societies that operated there. We aim to answer the 
questions of when and why humans became a significant controlling factor in floodplain formation and how 
humans in interaction with natural processes modified floodplains. The individual projects focus on the me-
dieval and pre-industrial modern periods and are based upon the systematic overlay of historical, archaeolo-
gical, and geoscientific data that entails the use of the methodological expertise of at least one discipline in 
the natural sciences and one in the humanities. In the first funding period (2022–2025), the focus is on indi-
vidual and comparative case studies. By the second funding period (2025–2028) at the latest, additional be-
nefit should be created through increasingly comparative analyses of case studies, categorisations, and trans-
ferable models at intra- and inter-basin scales. The presentation provides an overview about the initial stage 
of the first funding period and invites you to a variety of possibilities for scientific cooperation and networ-
king. 
 
 

 
Lower Havel floodplain: a landscape that has been shaped by humans for centuries (Photo: C. Zielhofer)   

 


